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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 

FOR  1907. 


To  the  Kettering  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  for  your  consideration  my  second 
Annual  Report. 

The  public  health  of  portions  of  your  District  has 
caused  considerable  anxiety,  owing  to  large  numbers  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles.  The  Scarlet  Fever 
epidemic,  which  began  in  the  early  part  of  last  year  at 
Burton  Latimer,  has  continued  all  through  this  year ; 
but  the  cases,  though  numerous,  were  of  a mild  nature. 
As  well  as  this,  a severe  epidemic  of  Measles  appeared 
in  the  early  spring  ; this,  however,  only  lasted  for  a 
short  time.  - 
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Population. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


Infantile 

Mortality. 


Fourteen  new  houses  were  occupied  during  the  year. 
The  ironstone  mines  at  Glendon,  Newton,  and  Corby 
are  still  employing  large  numbers  of  men,  but  many  of 
them  come  long  distances  to  work  and  reside  out  of  the 
District.  I estimate  the  population  at  the  middle  of 
1907  at  13,000,  an  increase  of  1 50  on  that  of  last  year, 
and  nearly  1000  above  the  average  for  the  last  ten 
years. 


The  Birth-rate  has  increased  from  22‘ 9 to  239  per 
1000,  which  is  satisfactory,  considering  the  steady 
decline  there  has  been  during  the  last  ten  years.  The 
births  in  the  District  amounted  to  311. 


The  deaths  amounted  to  135,  as  against  113  last 
year  ; this  gives  a Death-rate  of  10  3 per  1000,  which  is 
well  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years.  At  ages  65 
and  upwards,  Cancer  caused  nearly  one  sixth  of  total. 


As  shown  in  the  table,  31  deaths  were  recorded  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age.  This  is  a slight 
increase  on  last  year’s  figures,  and  makes  a rate  of  99'6 
per  1000  born,  or  roughly  10  per  cent. 


The  Zymotic  Death-rate,  caused  by  deaths  from 
seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  (Small  Pox,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Fevers 
(Typhus,  Enteric,  Continued),  and  Diarrhoea,  amounts 
to  1’7  per  1000,  an  increase  caused  by  a severe  epidemic 
of  Measles  at  Burton  Latimer. 


Here  follow  the  statistics  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  to  which  1 add  a list  of  the  causes 
of  all  the  deaths  registered  during  the  year;  also  a 
report  on  Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces, 
and  Homework. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1907  and  previous  Years. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week 

1-2  Weeks 

— — 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

1 Month 

1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10-11  Months 

11-12  Months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  ( Certified  ... 

9 

2 

2 

1 

14 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

31 

Causes  ( Uncertified 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

‘ 

* 

. • • 

' • * 

. e t 

• • . 

Measles 

! 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

... 

. . . 

. . 

. • . 

. . . 

* . . 

• • • 

1 

. . . 

1 

Enteritis,  Muco- 

enteritis,  Gastro- 

enteritis 

• « . 

... 

. . 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

Premature  Birth  ... 

7 

... 

. . . 

. . 

... 

« • ♦ 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

7 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

• • 

. . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus 

. . . 

1 

1 

• 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

Tuberculous 

peritonitis 

. - . 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

• 

* • 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

. . . 

. • . 

f . . 

. . . 

2 

... 

. . . 

... 

4 

Bronchitis 

. . . 

. V 

. . . 

1 

1 

2 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

2 

... 

6 

Pneumonia 

... 

1 * * 

. . . 

. • . 

. . . 

1 

1 

Suffocation, 

1 

. • • 

... 

• • . 

... 

... 

. . . 

• • • 

* c • 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

1 

overlying 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

9 

2 

2 

1 

14 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

. . . 

2 

• • • 

| 

2 

31 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1907  ...  13,000 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  ...  ...  135 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Heart 

• • « 

9 9 9 

11 

Cancer 

• • • 

• *l 

13 

Influenza 

• • • 

9 9 9 

4 

Bronchitis 

* • • 

9 9 9 

13 

Convulsions 

• • • 

9 9 9 

5 

Phthisis 

• • • 

9 9 9 

11 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

• • • 

9 9 9 

3 

Accident 

• • • 

9 9 9 

1 

Measles 

• • « 

* 9 . 

K 

0 

Pneumonia 

• • • 

9 9 9 

5 

Childbirth 

9 9 9 

• 9 9 

1 

Premature  birth  ... 

• • 9 

9 9 9 

7 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

9 9 9 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

» 9 9 

3 

Suicide 

• • 9 

9 9 9 

1 

Senile  Debility 

• 9 • 

9 9 9 

11 

Apoplexy 

9 . . 

9 9 9 

6 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea 

• • • 

9 9 9 

3 

Enteric 

• 19 

9 9 9 

1 

Cirrhosis 

• 99 

9 9 9 

1 

Septicaemia 

• 99 

9 9 . 

1 

Pernicious  Anaemia 

• • 9 

9 9 9 

1 

Tumours 

. 9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

Gastritis 

9 . 

• 9 . 

1 

Suffocation 

• • • 

9 9 9 

1 

Congenital  Defects 

. • » 

9 9 9 

7 

Hernia 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

Paralysis 

. 9 9 

. 9 . 

3 

Croup 

• 9 • 

9 9 9 

1 

Appendicitis 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

Kidney  Diseases  ... 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

5 

Acute  Dermititis  ... 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

Atheroma 

• • • 

9 9 9 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

4 

135 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries, 
Workplaces  and  Homework. 


i— INSPECTION. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

16 

... 

... 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

25 

2 

... 

Laundries) 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’ 
premises  included  in  Part  3 of 
this  Report) 

Total 

41 

2 

... 

2 DEFECTS  FOUND 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects 

N u mber 

of 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Prosecutions. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  ... 

Other  Nuisances 

... 

Sanitary  accommodation  : — 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Preach  of  Special  Sanitary  Require- 
ments for  Bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

2 

2 

Total 

5 

5 

... 

9 


3 — HOME  WORK. 


Outworkers 

Lists, 

Section  107. 

c . 

, (fl 

Outwork  in 
Unwholesome 
Premises, 
Section  108. 

Lists  receive 
Employers  1 

d from 
Nvice 

0 _ • 

0 0)  = 

00  > 0 

ffl'S  a 

W 

<D 

7:  Sh 

OQ  CD 

CP  ^ 

— *-} 

& <d 

G 03 

•Is 

O CD 

CD  U 

P p 

III 

yea,!. 

'S  9 -9 
«j  £ u 

O 

i/? 

Nature  of  Work. 

Outworkers 

<1-2  — 

0 ai  2 

fi® 

Xfl 

0) 

0 

3C  • 

CL  1 

Lists. 

Con- 

tract- 

ors. 

Work- 

men. 

,0  p s 
£ ~ 2 

£ 

®l5 
a £ 

2 O 

fl 

ii 

& 

p 

cz 

4 -3 

OD 

r 

, Gk 

A « 

Boots  and  Shoes  ... 

Wearing  Apparel — 
Making,  &c.  ... 

S 

209 

4 

43 

Brush  Making 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

Total 

8 

209 

4 

... 

43 

4 REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Hegister  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year 

N umber. 

Bakehouses 

24 

Workshops 

25 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  .. 

49 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

N umber. 

Matters  Notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133) 

1 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  (s.  5)  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

1 

Reports  of  Action  taken  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

1 

io 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


Scarlet  Fever  lias  been  very  general  through  out  the 
district.  The  epidemic  which  started  last  year  in 
Burton  Latimer,  has  continued  with  intermissions  all 
through  the  year,  81  cases  being  notified  from  this 
village,  compared  to  85  last  year,  only  those  cases  which 
were  more  likely  to  be  a source  of  infection  to  others 
being  removed  to  Hospital.  During  December,  however, 
only  two  cases  were  notified.  There  is  now  every 
indication  that  the  epidemic  is  over.  The  cases  have 
nearly  all  been  slight  in  character.  No  death  has  been 
registered  in  Burton  from  this  disease.  At  one  time  all 
the  schools  were  closed  and  disinfected. 

In  Pytchley,  however,  there  were  two  deaths  out  of 
19  cases  notified,  one  dying  on  the  way  to  the  Hospital. 
These  cases  were  more  severe  than  the  Burton  Latimer 
cases.  The  present  method  of  sewage  disposal  in 
Pytchley  is  not  satisfactory. 

Cranford  has  again  had  a large  number  of  cases 
notified,  25  in  all,  but  no  deaths  occurred.  The  epi- 
demic has  now  ceased. 

Broughton — seven  cases,  one  death. 

Eleven  cases  were  notified  at  Geddington.  All 
these  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  as  they  occurred 
(except  one  baby)  in  the  hopes  of  stopping  the  epidemic. 

Grafton — Two  cases  were  notified  here  which  were 
imported  from  Derbyshire,  and  fell  ill  the  day  after 
arrival ; they  were  promptly  isolated  and  no  other  cases 
occurred. 
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Single  cases  have  occurred  at  Corby,  Thorpe 
Malsor,  Newton  (Store field),  East  Carlton,  and  Rushton ; 
precautions  were  taken  at  al],  and  no  further  cases 
occurred  in  these  villages. 

Altogether,  during  the  year,  155  cases  were  notified, 
with  three  deaths,  or  about  two  per  cent,  of  all  cases. 
71  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  these  being  care- 
fully selected  on  account  of  infection  to  others.  One 
of  these  cases  died  in  Hospital. 

Whooping  Cough  has  not  been  prevalent  in  the 
District.  No  deaths  have  occurred  from  it. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  Special  Report  I 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  regarding  the 
epidemic  of  Measles  at  Burton  Latimer  : — 

Kettering, 

June  3rd,  1907. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  response  to  your  request  for  a Report  on  the 
recent  epidemic  of  Measles  at  Burton  Latimer,  I 
submit  the  following  : — 

During  January  I first  became  aware  of  a few 
cases  of  Measles  in  the  south  part  of  the  village,  affect- 
ing the  children  attending  the  Infant  School,  commonly 
called  the  Finedon  Road  School.  At  any  infected 
houses  the  children  were  kept  away  from  school,  and 
the  attendance  at  this  school  was  very  little  diminished 
until  Monday,  February  4th,  when  only  13  arrived 
out  of  a possible  73.  I immediately  advised  the  Mana- 
gers to  close  this  school,  and  also  advised  them  to  send 
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home  any  children  from  the  other  schools  who 
come  from  infected  houses.  There  are  four  other 
schools  in  the  village,  a Church  School  with 
mixed  and  infants’  departments,  and  a Council  School 
with  mixed  and  infants’  departments.  At  this  time  the 
attendance  at  these  schools  was  not  much  diminished. 
On  Monday,  February  11th,  however,  the  epidemic 
reached  the  northern  end  of  the  village,  and  the  attend- 
ance at  the  Church  School  was  seriously  diminished  ; 
so,  in  conference  with  the  Rector,  I advised  the  closure 
of  both  departments  of  this  school.  Meanwhile,  the 
attendance  at  the  Council  School  in  the  centre  of  the 
village  was  not  much  affected.  On  Monday,  February 
25th,  only  53  infants  arrived  at  the  Council  School,  so 
this  was  also  closed  ; and  on  the  following  Thursday, 
February  28th,  the  Mixed  Council  School  was  closed, 
this  completely  closing  all  the  schools  in  the  village.  I 
also  advised  the  closing  of  any  Sunday  schools.  At 
this  time  a very  large  number  of  children  were  affected, 
one  medical  man  saying  he  had  nearly  200  cases.  The 
popu  lation  is  about  1250.  The  first  case  occurred  in 
Finedon  Road  as  before  stated,  and  the  doctor  in  attend- 
ance wras  of  opinion  that  the  infection  was  conveyed  from 
Rothwell,  where  there  had  been  a very  large  number  of 
cases.  At  Kettering  also  we  had  a serious  epidemic  in 
the  late  autumn,  and  several  schools  were  closed.  On 
Saturday,  March  16th,  all  five  schools  were  thoroughly 
disinfected,  and  on  Monday,  March  18th,  the  epidemic 
being  practically  over,  all  the  schools  re-opened  at 
once.  Owing  to  the  very  large  number  of  children 
affected,  I did  not  consider  that  house-to-house 
disinfection  could  be  of  any  avail.  As  regards  the 
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Phthisis. 


sanitary  conditions  of  the  village,  it  has  been  properly 
drained,  but  up  to  now  there  is  no  proper  water 
supply  ; this,  however,  is  being  remedied  by  an  ample 
supply  from  a deep  well  at  Weekley,  some  three  miles 
distant,  the  pipes  having  just  recently  reached  the 
village.  I should  estimate  the  number  of  cases  of 
Measles  at  something  between  400  and  500,  and  there 
were  five  deaths. 

I am,  Dear  Sir, 

hours  faithfully, 

LESLIE  W.  DRYLAND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Secretary , 

Local  Government  Board , 

Whitehall , S.W. 

There  have  been  thirteen  deaths  this  year  from 

this  disease,  compared  with  only  four  last  year.  As 

stated  in  last  year’s  report,  that  very  small  number  could 

not  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  decline  of  Phthisis, 

as  the  figures  are  too  small  for  comparison  in  a scattered 

population  of  only  13000.  I am  much  disappointed  at 

the  result  of  the  voluntarv  notification  of  Phthisis 

«/ 

adopted  now  more  than  a year  ago.  Only  one  of  these 
thirteen  deaths  was  notified  to  me,  and  consequently 
only  one  room  was  disinfected  by  our  authority.  I 
would  strongly  urge  the  Council  to  take  some  steps 
whereby  all  rooms,  bed-clotliing,  etc.,  should  be 
disinfected  thoroughly  as  soon  after  a death  from 
Phthisis  as  possible,  and  that  the  room  be  repapered 
or  limewashed. 
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Typhoid 

Fever. 


Cerebro- 

spinal 

Meningitis. 


Diphtheria. 


Possibly  an  arrangement  could  be  arrived  at  with 
the  Registrar,  so  that  immediately  he  registers  one  of 
such  deaths,  a printed  post  card  should  be  given  to  the 
friends  addressed  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  ask- 
ing that  the  room  or  rooms  should  be  disinfected  free  of 
charge.  One  case  Avas  sent  into  the  Sanatorium  from 
this  district.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the  Sana- 
torium would  do  an  enormous  amount  more  good,  and 
treat  more  cases  successfully,  if  some  arrangement  could 
be  arrived  at  whereby  cases  could  be  admitted  in  an  earlier 
stage.  Even  now,  cases  in  an  advanced  stage  greatly 
improve  and  gain  weight,  but  on  being  discharged 
rapidly  relapse,  and  in  the  few  early  cases  we  have 
treated  this  has  not  been  the  case. 

Three  cases  have  occurred  in  the  District,  all  in 
different  parishes  ; one  at  Burton  Latimer  died,  the 
cause  being  due  to  impure  well  water.  Of  the 
other  two  cases,  one  occurred  at  Pytchley,  and  was 
traced  to  drinking  impure  water  from  a pump  which 
was  not  intended  for  drinking  purposes,  and  another 
at  a farm  in  Pipewell  Parish,  where  no  cause  was 
discovered. 

There  has  been  no  return  of  this  disease  which 
appeared  in  the  District  three  years  ago. 

Tavo  cases  have  been  notified,  both  at  Pytchley,  and 
one  was  fatal.  This  disease  crops  up  in  this  village 
every  ferv  years.  A proper  drainage  system  is  Avanted 
here,  especially  now  that  a good  water  supply  has  been 
laid  on. 


5 Peurperal 
e Fever. 

i!  Dairies  and 
I Cowsheds. 


(dancer. 


i ) rain  age 
find  Water 

■i  upp'y- 


15 

No  case  was  notified  in  1907,  nor  in  1906. 

A day  was  spent  with  the  Committee  in  inspecting 
a number  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  District, 
which  have  very  much  improved  under  the  able  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Trevor  Spencer.  Many  of  the  cows  now 
are  tested  with  tuberculin. 

Thirteen  deaths  have  been  registered  from  this 
disease  during  the  year,  compared  with  1 5 in  1906. 
This  conies  out  at  1'15  per  1000,  this  disease  (and  Bron- 
chitis) heading  the  list  equally  in  point  of  numbers. 
Seven  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  people  over  65  years 
of  age.  The  cases  were  scattered  all  about  the  District. 
Roughly  speaking,  six  occurred  in  exposed  villages  at 
high  levels  (about  300  feet  above  sea  level),  and  the 
other  seven  in  low-lying  sheltered  places,  near  sluggish 
streams  that  flood  every  winter.  The  water  supply  of 
13  out  of  the  15  cases  was  from  private  wells,  the  other 
two  occurring  in  villages  where  a water  carriage  system 
is  supplied. 

This  disease  has  not  increased  during  the  past  year, 
though  it  causes  even  now  10  per  cent,  of  all  deaths 
registered,  15  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  at  ages  65  and  up- 
wards, and  nearly  20  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  between  the 
ages  of  25  to  65. 

Broughton. — The  new  system  of  sewers  to  drain 
this  village  was  completed  in  March  last.  There  is  as 
yet  no  proper  water  supply,  and  the  flushing  of  these 
drains  has  to  be  done  by  a cart  periodically  ; this,  how- 
ever, is  not  satisfactory,  as  there  is  not  enough  water  to 
make  the  sewage  disposal  works  act  efficiently. 
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Burton  Latimer. — The  water  scheme  here  has  been 
completed,  and  a good  supply  now  comes  from  Weekley. 
Previous  to  this  complaints  were  received  from  people 
in  many  parts  of  the  village  owing  to  impure  water 
supply.  Connections  are  being  made  slowly,  but  I trust 
that  all  the  people  will  shortly  take  the  new  supply.  The 
sewers  in  Victoria  Street  and  William  Street  have  been 
taken  up  and  relaid  throughout,  it  being  found  that 
they  were  laid  very  badly.  Constant  flushing  is  still 
required  to  a sewer  in  Bakehouse  Lane. 


The  sewers  generally  in  Burton  Latimer  are  period- 
ically flushed  from  the  new  supply,  about  30,000  gallons 
being  used  each  time.  I am  glad  to  report  that  this 
periodical  flushing  has  had  an  excellent  effect  on  the 
effluent  from  the  sewage  farm. 

Stanion. — The  work  on  the  new  water  supply  for 
this  village,  which  is  urgently  needed,  has  been  com- 
menced, and  will  be  completed  in  a few  months. 


Corby. — A scheme  is  required  for  a proper  water 
supply  and  drainage  for  this  village.  The  brook  con- 
tinually requires  cleansing. 


Cottingham. — Complaints  were  received  that  the 
pump  water  was  impure,  and  it  was  found  that  an  old 
sewer  leaked  into  the  well ; consequently,  a new  9-inch 
socketed  pipe  was  laid  for  about  31  yards,  with  manhole. 
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factories  and  All  the  factories  have  been  inspected,  and  in  some 
a oikshops.  ^ them  the  lavatory  accommodation  was  not  clean,  and  in 

one  was  not  sufficient ; this,  however,  has  been  remedied. 

In  Burton  Latimer,  where  most  of  the  factories  in 
the  District  are  situated,  the  pail  system  of  sewage  disposal 
is  in  vogue,  but  now  that  the  new  water  supply  has  been 
laid  on  it  is  hoped  that  a water  carriage  system  will  be 
adopted. 

As  regards  ventilation,  although  adequate  means 
are  to  be  found  for  this  purpose,  the  workpeople,  as  a 
rule,  prefer  not  to  make  use  of  them,  and  I frequently 
find  the  openings  for  fresh  air  closed. 

Notification  In  a memorandum  received  from  the  Local  Govern- 

f Births  Act. 

ment  Board,  I am  asked  for  any  information  as  will 
enable  a judgment  to  be  formed  as  to  whether  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Act  is  likely  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  District. 
As  the  object  o£  this  Act  is  to  decrease  infantile 
mortality,  the  average  of  which  during  the  last  ten  years 
has  not  been  great  compared  to  that  of  other  districts, 
and  much  less  than  that  of  large  towns,  the  question 
resolves  itself  into  how  many  of  the  31  infants  that  have 
died  in  the  District  during  1907  could  have  been  saved  if 
this  Act  was  adopted. 

In  the  first  place  a Lady  Inspector  is  a sine  qua  non, 
and  not  only  must  she  have  a good  knowledge  of  the 
nursing  and  feeding  of  small  infants,  but  she  must  also 
be  a very  tactful  person,  and  exceedingly  strong  to  battle 
with  all  kinds  of  weather  in  an  exposed  and  scattered 
district.  Having  procured  such  an  ideal  person,  could 
she  have  saved  any  one  of  these  31  infants’  lives  ? 
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Seven  died  from  premature  birth  (four  of  them 
being*  twins)  during  their  first  week  of  life ; another  died 
from  suffocation  at  birth,  and  another  a few  hours  after 
its  birth  from  injuries  received  during  a very  difficult 
confinement ; nine  of  the  31  thus  dying  before  they  were 
seven  days  old.  Six  died  from  Bronchitis,  one  from 
Pneumonia,  one  from  Measles,  four  from  Convulsions, 
and  one  from  Tubercular  Peritonitis.  Two  were  regis- 
tered Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  five  from  Atrophy  and 
Debility,  one  from  Pernicious  Anaamia,  and  one  from 
Acute  Dermatitis. 

There  is  no  lack  of  medical  men  in  the  District,  and 
every  one  of  these  cases  was  certified  by  a medical  prac- 
titioner. Could  the  Lady  Inspector  have  done  more 
than  these  medical  men,  or  than  the  Midwife,  who  is  now 
a very  different  person  than  formerly  ? The  conditions 
and  surroundings  of  a large  number  of  the  mothers  are 
personally  known  tome,  and  the  large  majority  of  the  cot- 
tagers in  our  District  are  clean  healthy  people  and  good 
mothers,  and  I cannot  advise  my  Council  to  adopt  this  Act 
unless  more  proof  can  be  adduced  that  infants  are  neglected, 
either  from  ignorance  or  want  of  affection  and  care.  Our 
infant  mortality  is  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years, 
and  the  fact  that  nearly  one  third  of  the  total  number  of 
infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  week  from  premature 
birth  and  other  accidents,  is  an  event  that  is  not  likely 
to  happen  again  just  yet.  Something,  however,  might 
be  done  by  the  Education  Authorities  in  this  direction,  by 
teaching  the  elder  girls  in  secondary  schools  the  first 
principles  of  motherhood.  The  factories  take  a large 
number  of  the  girls  away  from  home  at  a tender  age, 
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when  they  would  be  better  at  home  assisting  their 
mothers  with  the  little  ones,  and  often  a girl  of  nineteen 
or  twenty  becomes  a mother  and  knows  no  more  about 
handling  a little  baby  than  she  does  about  a surgical 
operation.  Therefore,  I consider  instructions  should  be 
given  in  secondary  schools,  rather  than  that  a Lady 
Inspector  be  appointed,  as  it  is  surely  better  to  prevent 
the  disease  than  to  cure  it. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I have  to  thank  Mr. 
Davy,  your  Inspector,  for  his  assistance  to  me  during  the 
year ; also  Mr.  Gillson,  your  Surveyor,  who  will  never 
spare  himself  any  trouble  to  point  out  and  explain  the 
drainage  problems,  water  supply,  and  other  matters  in 
his  department.  I sincere^  trust  the  Council  will  assist 
me  in  the  very  important  measure  of  the  disinfection  of 
rooms  where  persons  have  died  of  Phthisis,  already 
referred  to  in  this  report,  and  in  the  earlier  treatment  of 
of  this  disease  in  Sanatoria. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


LESLIE  W.  DRYLAND. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


FOR  1907. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kettering 
Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Third  Annual  Report 
dealing  with  Sanitary  work  in  the  Rural  District  of 
Kettering  for  the  year  1 907. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  past  year,  as  in  1906,  a very  ]arge 
amount  of  time  has  been  occupied  in  carrying  out  my 
duties  under  the  above  heading.  There  have  been  170 
cases  notified,  156  Scarlet  Fever,  10  Erysipelas,  3 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  1 Diphtheria.  Premises  have  been 
disinfected  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the 
Medical  Officer,  and  disinfectants  supplied  in  all  cases. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  disinfect  some  of  the  village 
schools,  and  the  following  were  done  : 

Burton  Latimer  (all  schools). 

Cranford. 

Pytchley  (twice). 

Harrington  (after  Measles),  and 

Geddington. 

One  disinfection  was  carried  out  after  a death  from 
Phthisis. 
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NUISANCES. 


By  verbal  or  written  complaints  and  periodical 
visitation  of  the  various  villages,  I have  kept  myself 
fairly  well  acquainted  with  any  existing  nuisances.  The 
following  table  shows  the  nature  of  the  matters  dealt 
with  : 


Defective  closet  accommodation  73 

,,  urinal  „ 4 

,,  drainage  ...  36 

Choked  drainage  ...  22 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  19 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  22 

Damp,  defective,  or  dirty  premises  18 

Overcrowding  reported  ...  5 

Polluted  or  insufficient  water  supply  21 

Brooks  or  culverts  requiring  cleansing  3 
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In  connection  with  this  work  533  ' letters  and 
preliminary  notices  were  written,  but  in  five  cases  only 
was  it  found  necessary  to  issue  Statutory  Notices,  and 
there  were  no  prosecutions. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Eighty-one  inspections  were  made  in  connection 
with  New  Buildings  and  Drainage  Plans,  and  14  houses 
were  examined  before  occupation. 

Plans  for  68  new  houses  (45  at  Corby)  were  passed 
by  the  Council.  One  plan  for  a house  at  Broughton,  and 
one  for  drainage,  &c.,  at  Cottingham,  were  rejected, 
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The  following  table  will  show  the  amount  and  position 
of  this  branch  of  the  work  in  the  district. 


Plans  Passed  ey  the  Council. 


Village. 

New 

Buildings. 

Additions  or 

Alterations. 

Shops  or 

Stores. 

Drainage 

and  Water 

Clo«ets. 

Ashpits  and 

Pail  Closets. 

Total. 

Corby 

53 

• • • 

1 

• • * 

• • % 

54 

Burton  Latimer 

2 

2 

2 

6 

• • • 

12 

Lod  din  g ton 

5 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

• » • 

5 

Geddington 

• « « 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

6 

Newton 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

* • • 

• • • 

1 

Broughton 

2 

1 

1 

22 

• • • 

26 

Cottingham 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

Stanion 

1 

• • • 

• • * 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Weldon 

4 

1 

• • • 

• • « 

• » * 
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DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  Annual  Inspection  was  made  of  the  Dairies  and 
Milkshops,  entailing  some  83  visits,  and  I prepared  a 
Special  Report  for  the  Joint  Dairies  Committee  in  July 
last.  I was  pleased  to  note  a decided  improvement  in 
some  of  the  smaller  dairies,  due  in  general  to  more 
frequent  cleansing  and  limewashing. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS, 

There  are  now  16  Factories  in  the  district,  and  an 
inspection  of  the  Boot  and  Clothing  Factories  in  Burton 
Latimer  was  made  in  company  with  the  Medical  Officer. 


There  are  three  Shoe  Factories  and  six  Clothing 
Factories,  the  remainder  being  composed  as  follows 


Brewery  ...  1 

Mineral  W ater  W orks  1 

Brick  Works  ...  1 

Iron  Works  ...  1 

Flour  Mills  ...  2 

Saw  Mills  ...  1 

Almost  in  every  instance  the  closet  accommodation 

to  the  factories  in  Burton  Latimer  is  of  the  u pail  system.” 
This  was  the  best  means  available  prior  to  the  advent  of 
the  water  supply  to  this  village  ; but  now  it  seems  very 
desirable  that  the  old  method  should  be  abolished  and 
sufficient  water  closets  substituted.  A step  in  this 
direction  has  been  made  by  the  owner  of  the  clothing 
factory,  occupied  by  Messrs.  Hart  & Levy,  who  has 
already  had  plans  prepared  for  the  alterations  referred 
to.  There  are  25  Workshops  and  24  Bakehouses  on  the 
register,  and  these  premises  have  been  visited  and  small 
improvements  and  limewashing  carried  out  at  my  sug- 
gestion. A notice  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  with  reference  to  an  unclean  Bakehouse.  The 
matter  was  eventually  attended  to  and  no  further  com- 
plaints were  received.  The  Outworkers’  premises 
averaged  209,  of  which  189  were  Clothing  and  19  for 
Bootwork.  Forty-three  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises, 
but  there  is  nothing  in  particular  to  report  beyond  what 
I stated  in  my  1906  Report,  viz.— -The  home-work  is 
carried  on  maininly  the  downstairs  living-room  or  kitchen. 
In  all  cases  where  auy  infectious  disease  occured  the 


24 


clothing- work  was  discontinued.  The  Outworkers’  Lists 
were  received  much  more  promptly  than  previously, 
with  one  exception. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES, 

The  common  failing  in  this  direction  is  the  inade- 
quate or  entire  absence  of  method  of  storing  offal  and 
waste  from  the  Slaughter-house.  Three  cases  in  particular 
have  demanded  my  attention,  and  brick  cement-lined 
and  covered  pits,  to  contain  not  more  than  one 
load,  have  been  constructed.  I propose  requesting 
other  Slaughter-houses  and  some  Stable-owners  to 
to  adopt  the  same  plan  during  the  year  1908. 

Lime  washing  and  cleaning  have  been  done  in  all 
cases  where  required,  a verbal  request  usually  being 
sufficient. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROY  S.  DAVEY,  C.R.S.Inst., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  and 
New  Buildings. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  the  Urban  and 
Rural  District  Councils  of  Kettering  and  the  Urban 
District  Councils  of  Desborough  and  Rothwell, 
™ DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  &c. 


Inspector’s  Report  for  1907. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  I have  made 
inspections  of  premises  occupied  by  registered  Cow  Keepers  to  the 
number  of  348,  and  an  individual  examination,  with  especial  regard 
to  the  condition  of  their  udders,  of  2948  Milking  Cows. 

With  reference  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Cowsheds  inspected 
the  following  conditions  were  found  to  prevail,  viz.: — 

Good  or  Satisfactory  in  293  cases. 

Unsatisfactory  or  Bad  in  50  „ 

Total  ...  348 

It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
Cowsheds  in  the  period  covered  by  the  Report  was  unsatisfactory 
or  bad  in  1436  cases  per  cent. 

A separate  inspection  of  every  cow  contributing  to  the  public 
Milk  Supply,  and  with  especial  regard  to  the  condition  of  its  udder, 
has. been  made  with  the  following  results  : — 

Number  of  Cows  inspected,  2948 

Number  of  abnormal  udders  81,  or  2’7S  per  cent. 

Of  these  deranged  udders  19,  or  ’64  per  cent.,  were  in  a condition 
calculated  to  render  the  Milk  harmful  to  persons  consuming  it  in  an 
uncooked  state  ; the  remaining  62,  or  2T0  per  cent.,  being  cases  of 
atrophied  quarters,  etc.,  which  would  not  effect  the  quality  of  the 
Milk. 
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Of  the  50  Cowsheds,  the  state  of  which  was  bad  or  unsatisfac- 
tory, the  conditions  met  with  were  as  follows  : General  sanitary  state 
bad  in  26  cases ; insufficient  light,  9 cases ; absence  of  suitable 
ventilation,  4 cases;  improper  drainage  or  unsuitable  flooring,  9 
cases  ; presence  of  swine  under  the  same  roof,  2 cases. 

Of  the  19  cases  of  udder  disease,  the  Milk  from  which  would 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  9 of  these  were  due  to  acute 
mastitis,  6 to  variola,  3 to  suppurative  mastitis,  and  1 to  tubercular 
disease  of  the  gland. 

Samples  of  Milk  from  7 cases  of  udder  derangement  have  been  sent 
to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  (London)  for  bacteriological 
examination;  in  each  instance  the  Milk  was  reported  as  being  unfit 
for  human  use,  but  in  only  one  case  was  this  due  to  tuberculosis.  It 
must  not  be  understood  from  this  that  during  the  year  one  cow  only 
has  been  giving  tubercular  Milk.  It  is  no  doubt  a fact  that  this 
disease,  as  affecting  the  udder , is,  in  this  district,  exceedingly  uncom- 
mon, but  I am  not  in  a position  to  affirm  that  our  Milk  is  less 
capable  of  conveying  tubercular  infection  than  any  other  average 
district.  By  this  I mean  that  tubercle  organisms  are  found  in 
Milk  from  cows  which  show  no  evidence  of  udder  mischief;  and 
again,  it  is  not  always  possible  to  detect  the  organisms  in  a sample 
of  Milk  drawn  from  a tubercular  udder.  In  the  present  state  of  the 
law  the  Milk  from  a cow  affected  with  generalised  tuberculosis  may 
be  sold  with  impunity,  so  long  as  the  animal’s  udder  is  not  affected 
with  the  disease.  The  Milk  from  such  an  animal,  at  the  moment  it 
is  drawn  from  the  udder,  may  or  may  not  be  dangerous  ; but  in  any 
case  it  would  seem  that  to  expose  the  Milk  to  the  dust,  etc.,  of  a 
shed  in  which  a large  proportion  of  the  cows  may  be — and  often  are  — 

tubercular,  is  to  invite  disaster. 

' » 

But  apart  from  your  legal  powers,  which  are  absurdly  inade- 
quate, I am  compelled  to  say  that  there  is  room  for  considerable 
improvement  in  the  matter  of  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  animals, 
their  attendants,  and  surroundings. 

The  dairy  business  is  one  which  calls  for  greater  care  in  this 
direction  than  almost  any  other,  and  I feel  sure  that  much  of  the 
absence  of  it  with  which  one  meets  wrnuld  cease  to  exist  if  a code  of 
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rules  were  drawn  up  and  issued  to  every  dairyman  for  his  guidance. 
From  these  rules  he  would  learn  that  to  conduct  his  business  properly 
the  cowsheds  should  be  cleansed  before  each  milking;  the  cows 
should  be  groomed  once  a day  and  their  udders  effectually  cleansed ; the 
milkers  should  be  clothed  in  clean  overalls,  and  their  hands  washed 
with  soap  and  water. 

In  justice  to  the  cow-keepers,  I am  bound  to  say  that  neglect 
of  these  precautions  is  often  due  to  their  having  to  compete  with 
others  from  the  outlying  districts,  where  no  such  regulations  are  in 
force,  as  a result  of  which  he  feels  compelled  to  produce  his  Milk 
with  the  least  possible  cost  for  labour. 


In  concluding  my  Report,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  compare  it 
with  the  four  previous  years. 


1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

No.  of  cowsheds 

inspected 

282 

286 

315 

350 

348 

No  Good  or 

satisfactory  ... 

247 

243 

271 

319 

298 

No.  Bad  or 

35  or 

29  or 

40  or 

31  or 

50  or 

unsatisfactory 

14-17  Jo 

1013  Jo 

12-69  Jo 

8 85  % 

14-36  % 

No.  of  Cows 

inspected 

932 

1731 

2447 

2984 

2948 

No.  of  abnormal 

00 

oc 

o 

66  or 

79  or 

86  or 

81  or 

udders 

4-07  Jo 

3-81  Jo 

3-22  Jo 

2-88  Jo 

00 

ca 

No.  of  abnormal 

udders  secreting 

7 or 

11  or 

17  or 

21  or 

19  or 

harmful  milk  ... 

•75  % 

■04  Jo 

•69  % 

•70  % 

•64  Jo 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


TREVOR  F.  SPENCER,  M.R.C.V.S. 


